Processing of contextual information during fear extinction in PTSD
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e Fear extinction results in the
formation of a new memory that exists
along with the initial conditioning
memory (Rescorla 2001, Quirk 2002).

* Neuronal signaling of contextual
iInformation is critically involved in the
expression or inhibition of conditioned
fear responses (Bouton 1983; Harris
2000) Specifically, contextual
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 PTSD subjects showed deactivation
of the vmPFC and increased activation
In the dACC, most evident in the early
extinction recall phase, which occurs
after both conditioning and extinction
learning have been completed, and
contextual information is needed to
guide the choice of a response to the
now-ambiguous CS.
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